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I_ adverisemen in any pubsequent isae,

Value for money

What do you do

Randy when the cily, inits

infinite wisdom, pro-

§7h ore . ceeds 10 make “im-

provements” on your
street that destroy the
quality of life for you
and 125 of your
neighbours? And
what il the city wants
YOU o pay for the
work?

Well, the answers
10 those guesuons and
more have been elud-
ing the homeowrners

S g { Dundas Street
EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK o jogr |

Manken Van Nimwegen and Michacl Dunn, along
with their neighbours between the 2400 and 2800
blocks of Dundas, received notice six years ago that the
city, “‘actng on ils own Initiative” was about © widen,
pave and install curbs on their relatively quiet residen-
tial street.

The “improvements” effectively exiended the busy
Powell Street artery east through Dundas 1o Renfrew
mstead of dispersing traffic at Nanaimo Street as had
been the case in the past.

To add insult to injury the city assessed each home-
owner about $100 per year for 15 years to pay for
S117.000 worth of work nobody wanted done in the
furst place.

After three years of letter-writing and phone calls ©
city councillors, city engineers, and wraffic commssion
ers Van Nimwegen learned [rom the engineering de-
partment that, despite all assurances (o the contrary, im-
proved waffic flow from Nanaimo and Powell ONTO
Dundas was the priority all along.

Since that ume Dundas has been used as a dangerous
poods trucking cormidor (a practice now discouraged by
the city) and traffi¢ has continved to flow onte the for-
merly guiet sreet Bcspitu tinkering by the city. Trucks,
speeding and heavy car volume conunue o be prob-
lemauc

requent letiers, calls and meeungs with ity officials
have not been completely ignored, says Van Nimwe-
gen. According 1o her pomnt-by-point history of the
1szue, a traffic count was carried out in January of 1991
0 determine whether the street's tratfic volume hae r-
creased as a result of the improvements. A trallic count
conducled the week after the region’s heaviest snowtall
1 25 years concluded Dundas Street traffic has not in-
creased since 1981, says Van Nimwegen with hints of
extreme fatigue and some considerable exasperauon i
her voice.

The bottom line scems o be thatif the city engineers
want Dundas 1o be @ major anery, that's what will hap-
pen. Only a political decision 10 erect some kind of tral-
fic barmier 10 discourage commuters can solve the situa-
tion. But Dundas Street has been watting, six years,
through three city councils. Perhaps the city expects
that, in the fullness of tme, these squeaky wheels will
all quictly pass away.
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